6                     Oliver Cromwell
and morbidly conscientious divine; a severe disciplinarian, who exacted from his scholars elaborate accounts of the sermons they heard, and had them whipped in hall when they offended. Cromwell did not distinguish himself/but he by no means wasted his time at Cambridge. He had no aptitude for languages. Burnet says he "had no foreign language but the little Latin that stuck to him from his education, which he spoke very viciously and scantily." When he was Protector he remembered' enough Latin to carry on a conversation in that tongue with a Dutch ambassador.
Another biographer tells us that Cromwell " excelled chiefly in the mathematics/* and his kinsman, the poet Waller, was wont to say that the Protector was " very well read in the Greek and Roman story." His advice to his son Richard bears out this account of his preferences. " Read a little history/' he wrote to him; "study the Mathematics and cosmography. These are good with subordination to the things of God. These fit for public services for which a man is born." With Cromwell, as with Montrose, Sir Walter Raleigh's History of the World was a favourite book, and he urged his son to read it. " 'Tis a body of history, and will add much more to your understanding than fragments of story."
Cromwell's tutor is said to have observed with great discrimination that his pupil was not so much addicted to speculation as to action, and royalist biographers make his early taste for athletics and sport a great reproach to him. One says: "He was easily satiated with study, taking more delight in